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SUBJECT: LIFE SENTENCES FOR THE DEFENDANTS OE THE STOCKHOLM TRIAL 
REE: 76 DUSSELDORE A-1 12, DUSSELDORE A-91 

1 . ON JULY 20, 1977, THE 99TH DAY OF THE TRIAL THE NORTH 

RHINE- WESTPHALIAN (NRW) STATE SUPREME COURT FOUND THE FOUR 
DEFENDANTS, HANNA ELISE KRABBE, LUTZ MANFRED TAUFER, 

BERNHARD MARIA ROESSNER AND KARL-HEINZ DELLWO, GUILTY OF 
THE MURDER OF GERMAN MILITARY ATTACHE ANDREAS BARON VON 
MIRBACH AND COMMERCIAL ATTACHE DR. HEINZ HILLEGAARD IN 
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THEIR ATTACK ON THE GERMAN EMBASSY IN STOCKHOLM ON 
APRIL 24, 1975. THE PRESIDING JUDGE HERMANN JOSEF 
MUELLER PRONOUNCED A DOUBLE LIFE SENTENCE FOR EACH OF 
THE DEEENDANTS. 

2. THE DEFENDANTS AND ABOUT TWO DOZEN SYMPATHIZERS 
IN THE AUDIENCE RESPONDED TO THE PRONOUNCEMENT WITH 
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NOISY DEMONSTRATIONS. THE DEMONSTRATING SYMPATHIZERS 
WERE REMOVED EROM THE COURT ROOM AND THE DEFENDANTS 
WERE EXCLUDED FROM THE REST OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 

3. IN HIS ARGUMENT EOR THE SENTENCE THE PRESIDING 
JUDGE NOTED THAT THE SIX ATTACKERS OE THE EMBASSY, 

TWO OE WHOM (ULLRICH WESSEL AND SIEGERIED HAUSNER) 

DIED ALTER AN EXPLOSION IN THE EMBASSY, HAD ADMITTED 
TO HAVE FORMED A CONSPIRACY TO ATTACK THE EMBASSY, TO 
TAKE HOSTAGES TO EFEECT THE RELEASE OE 26 TERRORISTS 

AND TO BEAR THE CONSEQUENCES OE THEIR ACTION COLLECTIVELY. 
DURING THE TRIAL THE FOUR DEFENDANTS HAD EXPRESSLY 
ADMITTED THEIR RESPONSIBILITY FOR KILLING VON MIRBACH 
AND HILLEGAARD (SEE A-1 12). ALTHOUGH THE PAINSTAKING 
COURT HEARINGS WITH 60 WITNESSES AND 12 EXPERTS, MANY 
OF WHICH WERE HEARD SEVERAL TIMES, COULD NOT PIN THE 
MURDERS ON ONE INDIVIDUAL, THE COURT WAS SATISFIED 
WITH THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
EXPLOSION COULD NOT BE ESTABLISHED, BUT THE COURT RULED 
OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A THIRD PARTY BEING INVOLVED, 

AS CLAIMED BY THE DEFENDANTS. 

4. THE SENTENCE WAS PRECEEDED BY THE PLEADINGS OF THE 
DEFENSE LAWYERS AND PERSONAL STATEMENTS BY THE 
DEFENDANTS. DR. KLAUS CROISSANT (MEANWHILE "EMIGRATED" 

TO FRANCE, AS ONE OF THE DEFENDANTS SAID) HANS 
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CHRISTIAN STROEBELE, AND THE DEFENDANTS CLAIMED THAT THE 
DEFENDANTS WERE ARMED COMBATTANTS OF THE RED ARMY 
FACTION (RAF) AT WAR WITH THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND 
SHOULD BE TREATED AS PRISONERS OF WAR. THE COURT- 
APPOINTED DEFENSE LAWYERS PLEADED FOR A LIMITED 
INSTEAD OF A LIFE SENTENCE. 

5. THE DEFENDANTS HAVE BEEN ON A HUNGER STRIKE SINCE 
JUNE 22, 1977 TO ENFORCE THEIR DEMAND FOR TRANSFER TO 
THE STAMMHEIM PRISON NEAR STUTTGART WHERE MEMBERS OF 
THE BAADER-MEINHOFF GANG ARE BEING DETAINED.DUX 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MURDER, TRIALS, COURT DECISIONS, ATTACHES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DUSSEL01228 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770260-0465 

Format: TEL 
From: DUSSELDORF 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770735/aaaabdnl.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 81ea6d66-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: n/a 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 DUSSELDORF A-1 12, 77 DUSSELDORF A-91 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1794750 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LIFE SENTENCES FOR THE DEFENDANTS OF THE STOCKHOLM TRIAL 

TAGS: PINT, GE, SW, (KRABBE, HANNA ELISE), (TAUFER, LUTZ MANFRED), (ROESSNER, BERNHARD MARIA), (DELLWO, KARL-HEINZ), 
(BARON VON MIRBACH, ANDREAS) 

To: STATE USBERLIN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/81 ea6d66-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



